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condition to undertake much more; and that anything more they
might then undertake would not yield the profit for which they had
hoped. In a council of war it was decided that no attempt to hold
Cartagena should be made.
For evacuating the city Drake was gravely criticized. To a student
of Spanish papers it must seem that he could not in reason have done
otherwise. The physical condition of his men justified withdrawal.
Had he undertaken to remain, despite that 'liberal tendency5 which
moved Spanish colonials to do good business with 'heretic lutherans5
when they could, to a man they would nevertheless have turned upon
him at first sight of His Catholic Majesty's armada, such was their
certainty that its arrival must accomplish the enemy's complete
undoing. It does not seem possible that so far from home England
could have sustained a naval station on the Main, or anywhere in
the Caribbean, against the hostility of the land (which was very deep
and real, despite the colonists' willingness to trade) and against
Spain's opposition on the sea, once she saw fit to exert her seapower
(as she had not yet done at any time in America).
In any event, not only did the English abandon Cartagena, but
also Drake admitted before he left that he was deferring until a more
propitious occasion1 that attack upon the Isthmus for which the
Spaniards understood that he had come prepared with2 presents for
his black allies, the cimarrones, and with pinnaces in sections,3 ready
for easy portage to the Pacific Ocean.4 He steered for Cape San
Antonio, where he sought firewood and fresh water.
Apparently the English were not too happy as they lay off that
western end of Cuba. Potable water was not easy to find. Seemingly
they could not make Puercos River, where it was to be had in plenty.
Many were sick. Estimates of Drake's strength at this point vary from
1200 to fewer than 500 sound men in the fleet. Their morale must
have been affected by the continuous heavy mortality among them
and the comparative failure of the expedition, which was now obvious
to all. Bigges relates that Drake exerted himself to hearten his men
by his presence and by his example; and it is curious to observe that
his spirit did not pass unobserved by the Spanish whom he held
prisoners.5
At San Anton a council of war was held. If Drake had not
1 Document No. 22post       a Documents Nos. 22,23,post,
*Ibid.t No. 49, enclosure.
4 It is possible that Drake actually expected to seize 'incalculable riches' at
Pearl Island. Gf. Spanish Calendar; 1587-1603, No. so, pp. 18 etseq,
6 Gorbett, op. rit., n, p. 55; cf. Document No. 55 post, enclosure No. 2.